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Making Connections Through Peer Groups 
Women-only mentoring groups are gaining traction and helping 
women tackle both personal and professional issues. 

by Cynthia Krischer Goodman     

 
It’s the first Tuesday of the 
month and a half-dozen 
women are gathered in 
discussion, their BlackBerrys 
muted, around a long table in 
a Miami conference room. On 
this particular day, Kim Stone, 
executive vice president and 
general manager of the 
American Airlines Arena, 
presents a plan for how she 
will draw more business to her 
facility. The women chime in, 
offering suggestions based on 
their own efforts to lure 
customers during the 
recession. By the time Stone 
leaves, she has tweaked her 
strategy, adding a few 
elements, including the idea of 
packaging arena events with 
overnight hotel stays. 

The gathering embodies a 
trend: Peer-mentoring, long a 
feature of the broader business world, is finding a new expression in women-only groups
that are forming all over Florida. The groups typically consist of between six and 20 
upper-level executives and business owners who meet monthly for a few hours at a 
time.  

No single organization is behind the trend; the mentoring efforts have spun out of a 
number of existing women’s organizations as businesswomen network and turn to each 
other for practical advice and personal support. The women at the Miami gathering, for 
example, are all members of the Florida branch of The Commonwealth Institute, a non-
profit group for women entrepreneurs and executives that now operates six forums in 
Miami-Dade and Broward counties and will launch one in Palm Beach County this 
summer. Elsewhere, the Women Presidents’ Organization, with chapters in Miami and 
Tampa Bay, also recruits high-level women executives for its roundtables; the Florida 
Women’s Business Center operates mentoring circles for profitable business owners in 
Fort Lauderdale, Fort Myers, Melbourne and Jacksonville.  

While the formation of the groups reflects the fact that more women have entered the
ranks of top management and entrepreneurs, it also indicates how few women are in 
major leadership roles, particularly in the executive ranks and boardrooms of public 
companies and major law firms. In 2008, for example, only 7.4% of the board seats at 
the 150 largest public companies in Florida were held by women — “the same level as in
2007 but significantly down from 2006 (8.7%),” according to the Women Executive 
Leadership group, which works to link qualified women executives with companies 
needing directors. 

That dynamic leaves many women searching for what they consider a true peer group. 

“As a woman, when you assume the higher ranks, there are fewer and fewer of you 
around,” says Stone. “Sometimes it’s good to have people at the same level outside 
your company to get good ideas and help with strategy.”  

Rosemary DiDio Brehm, president of turningpoints2results and a founder of the Tampa 
Bay chapter of the Women Presidents’ Organization, also cites the “I’m-not-alone” 
factor. “Most of the time, when someone brings up an issue they are dealing with, 
others will say, ‘I’m dealing with the same issue and here’s how I’m handling it.’ ”  

One difference some notice between women’s peer-mentoring groups and all-male or 
mixed-gender groups is the willingness of women to share personal information and 
problems in a group setting. In one recent forum, an owner discussed her hesitancy 
about her pending marriage and its potential effect on her business. “These women 
have work-related issues and home-related issues. One impacts the other,” says Jodi 
Cross, executive director of The Commonwealth Institute/South Florida. “They look to 
their peers for help to meld the two.”  

“As a woman, when you assume the higher ranks, 
there are fewer and fewer of you around,” says  
Kim Stone, right, with Jodi Cross [Photo: Donna Victor] 
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Florida lawmakers may soon 

consider a tough new immigration

law that would require criminal 

suspects and traffic law violators 

to show proof of legal residency if

questioned. Supporters say it is 

needed to confront illegal 

immigration. Opponents claim it 

would hurt the state's image, 

tourism revenue, and would result

in lawsuits. What do you think?  

nmlkj It's absolutely needed and 

any negative side-effects are 

worth it.

nmlkj It's a complicated balancing 

act. I need more specifics on 

the legislation.

nmlkj I'm opposed. The law would 

do more harm than good.

nmlkj There are more important 

issues for the legislature to be

tackling right now. 

 
See results  

Past polls  

Most Read Articles

Forms, Permits & Licenses  

Monday's Daily Pulse  

Monday's Afternoon Update

Tuesday's Daily Pulse  

Who Said That?  

  

INTERACTIVE MAP

Use our searchable 

map of Florida to 

search for regional 

news. 

 

Print Subscriptions 

Subscribe 

Renew 

Gift Subscriptions 

Business Gift 
Partnership Program 

Subscriber Services 

E-mail News 

Sign Up to Receive: 

• Daily Top Stories 

• Small Business Edge 

Change eNewsletter 
Subscriptions  

Read today's 
eNewsletter 

Services 

Register to Search 
Archives for FREE 

Registered Users: 

• Log In 

• Edit User Profile 

• Log Out 

RSS Feeds  

Bookstore 

Article Reprints 

Advertise 

Media Kit 

Planning Calendar 

Contact Sales Team 

Special Sections 
 

Florida Small Business 

Business Florida 

Community Portraits 

Corporate Travel 

Florida Legal Elite 

Research Florida 

Floridian of the Year 

Getaways & Retreats 

The Great Florida 
Restaurant Guide 

Florida's Best Companies To 
Work For 2009 

Featured Links: 

 
Home · Advertise · About Us · Contact · RSS Feeds   

 
Classifieds · Terms & Conditions · Privacy Policy 

http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/39d6/0/0/%2a/h;226747171;0-0;1;24466522;3454-728/90;37516339/37534217/1;;~sscs=%3fhttps://www.pubservice.com/subnew.aspx?PC=FT&PK=M0XWB02
http://www.floridatrend.com/
http://www.floridatrend.com/small_biz.asp
http://www.businessflorida.com/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/39d6/0/0/%2a/q;225382720;0-0;1;24466522;1190-180/60;36955850/36973728/1;;~sscs=%3fhttps://www.pubservice.com/subnew.aspx?PC=FT&PK=M0XWB02
http://www.floridatrend.com/site_map.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/section.asp?secID=5
http://www.floridatrend.com/around_the_state.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/industries.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/law_government.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/fl_data.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/people.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/lifestyle.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/dining_spirits.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/viewpoints.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/view_classifieds.asp?category=business
http://www.floridatrend.com/mediakit/
http://www.floridatrend.com/default.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/region.asp?rID=7
http://www.floridatrend.com/feeds.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/email_article.asp?aID=53146&headline=Making Connections Through Peer Groups
http://www.floridatrend.com/print_article.asp?aID=53146
javascript:void(0)
http://www.floridatrend.com/email_article.asp?aID=53146&headline=Making Connections Through Peer Groups
http://www.floridatrend.com/print_article.asp?aID=53146
http://www.floridatrend.com/section.asp?secID=5
http://www.floridatrend.com/monthly_edition.asp?iID=55&what_issue=July 2010
http://www.floridatrend.com/subscribe.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/poll.asp?showresults=yes&id=157
http://www.floridatrend.com/poll.asp?archive=yes
http://www.floridatrend.com/article.asp?aID=52454&mostread=true
http://www.floridatrend.com/article.asp?aID=53283&mostread=true
http://www.floridatrend.com/article.asp?aID=53286&mostread=true
http://www.floridatrend.com/article.asp?aID=53288&mostread=true
http://www.floridatrend.com/article.asp?aID=53289&mostread=true
http://www.floridatrend.com/ataclick.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/ataclick.asp
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/39d6/0/0/%2a/h;217624668;0-0;1;24466522;2321-160/600;37256146/37274024/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.employflorida.com
http://www.floridatrend.com/subscribe.asp
https://www.pubservice.com/subinfo.aspx?PC=FT&do=R
mailto:custrelations@floridatrend.com?subject=Gift Subscription
http://www.floridatrend.com/section.asp?secID=64
http://www.floridatrend.com/section.asp?secID=4
http://www.floridatrend.com/register.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/register.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/manage_profile.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/enewsletters/
http://www.floridatrend.com/register.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/login.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/manage_profile.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/logout.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/feeds.asp
https://www.floridatrend.com/store.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/section.asp?secID=9
http://www.floridatrend.com/mediakit/
http://www.floridatrend.com/mediakit/calendar.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/mediakit/mediakit_contact.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/small_biz.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/biz_florida.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/portraits.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/corporate_travel.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/law_elite.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/research_florida.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/floridian.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/vacations.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/restaurant_guide.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/best_companies.asp
http://www.eflorida.com/
http://www.myflorida.com/
http://www.employflorida.com/
http://www.tampabay.com/
http://www.floridatrend.com/default.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/mediakit/
http://www.floridatrend.com/section.asp?secID=2
http://www.floridatrend.com/section.asp?secID=5
http://www.floridatrend.com/feeds.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/classifieds.asp
http://www.floridatrend.com/section.asp?secID=7
http://www.floridatrend.com/section.asp?secID=8


  

email this article    printable format    feedback 

490 First Avenue South, 8th Floor   ::   St. Petersburg, FL 33701   ::   (727) 821-5800 

© Copyright 2010 Trend Magazines Inc. All rights reserved.

Designed by Florida Trend    ::    Programmed & Powered by

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com 

http://www.floridatrend.com/email_article.asp?aID=53146&headline=Making Connections Through Peer Groups
http://www.floridatrend.com/print_article.asp?aID=53146
http://www.floridatrend.com/section.asp?secID=5
http://www.floridatrend.com/
http://www.flex360.com/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/39d6/0/0/%2a/u;44306;0-0;0;24466522;237-250/250;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com/?ref=PDF

